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Calco & Robert Street Dam Removals
Bound Brook, New Jersey

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Offi ce of Natural Resource Restoration negotiated the removal 
of three dams on the Raritan River (Calco, Nevius St. and Robert St.) that will open a 10-mile stretch of the River to fi sh migrations 
for the fi rst time in more than a century and expand recreational opportunities along the River.  None of the dams were constructed 
for fl ood control, but they prevented traditional fi sh migrations. This restoration was funded through a settlement between 
NJDEP and El Paso, a cooperating corporation compensating for past environmental impacts in Woodbridge Township.
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INTRODUCTION

The Raritan River - called the “Queen of Rivers” – is the longest river solely in New Jersey.  The Lower Raritan River Watershed is a rich
ecological system that hosts hundreds of wildlife and marine species including Osprey, Cooper’s hawk, Bald Eagle, Striped Bass, Fluke,
Weakfi sh, Bluefi sh, Flounder, Blue Claw Crabs and other shellfi sh.  This incredible natural resource also hosts a variety of public recreational
opportunities. Many people enjoy fi shing, crabbing, boating, kayaking, bird watching and hiking along the river.   

However, the Lower Raritan River, formally deemed the “Chemical Belt” due to its rich industrial past during the Industrial and Technological 
R l i i l i d b i d i l d h i l ll i Th di d i i h li iRevolutions, is severely impacted by industrial and chemical pollution.  There are numerous unremediated toxic waste sites that line its 
coast that continually contribute to the tainted water quality of the river.  Because of the past and present contamination, the consumption 
ooff fifi sh, ccccrraabs, and otther seaffoooodddd ffrroomm this aarreaa iiissss rreeeeessssttttrrrriiiicccttteeedd dduue ttoo aaasssssoocciaatteedd pppuubblliic hhhheeaaaaalllllttthhh riiisskksss..  RRRReeeeeedddddeeevvveeeelloopmmeennnnnttttt oofff ttthhhhheeeeessseeee ssssiitttteeeessss gggggeeeeennnneerrallllyyy 
rrrrreeeeqqqquuuiiiirrrreeeessss oonneroooouuusss rrreeemmmmeeeddddiiaaaattiiioonnnn.   

Fortunately, the river can be cleaned and restored.  In fact, cleanup is required by the Federal Clean Water Act.  Remediation has commenced 
at some of the worst toxic sites along the river due to the ongoing advocacy and legal actions of Edison Wetlands Association (EWA). 
Additionally, NY/NJ Baykeeper is leading a regional water quality improvement campaign that moves toward the overdue Clean Water Act 
goals of making the Lower Raritan Watershed and other waterways fi shable and swimmable once again. To educate the public, Raritan 
Riverkeeper leads kayak tours and is working to improve public access to the River.   

Together these groups strongly advocate that the polluters must pay for the cleanups, so taxpayers don’t have to.  They also work with and 
support economy boosting green redevelopment on former industrial sites.  This means excavating and removing contamination, restoring 
and preserving natural land within redevelopment areas, integrating regional transportation systems, and creating sustainable facilities and 
infrastructure.  

LLLLLoooooccccccaaaaallll mmmmmuuunnniiccccciiiiiippppaaaaallllliitieeesss,,, ccccooouuuunnnttiieeeeesssss aaaannnnndddd ttttthhhhhe NNNNeeeeewwww JJJJeeeeerrrrrsssseeeyyyyy DDDeeeepppppaaarrrtttmmmeeennnntttttt oooooofffff EEEnnnvvviiiirrrooonnnnmmmeeennnntttaaaallll PPPPPrrroooottttteeecctttiiiooonn (((((NNNNJJJDDDEEEEEPPPPPP))))) aaarrrreee rrrrreeeeesssppppooonnnnnssssiiiibbbbblllleee  ffffoooorrr   rrrrreeevvvvviiiiieeeewwwwiiiinnnnngggg 
rreeeeddddeevveeellllloooppppmmmmeeennnttt ppllllaaannnnssss..  TTTTTooooooo oooooffffftten tttthhheeeeyyy aaaaapppppppprrrooovvveee ppplllaaannsss,, llliiikkkkee aaatt tthhhee fffoorrmmmeerrrr NNNNNNaattiiioooonnnnaaaalll  LLLeeeaaddd sssiiittteeee  iiinnn Saayyyrrreeeevvvviiilllllllee,, tttthhhhaatt aaarreee dddrrriivveeenn bbyyyy dddeeevvvveellooppppeeerrsss,,, 
llllooobbbbbbbbyyyyiiissssttttssss,,, aannndddd ppppppoooolliittttiiiiccciiiaaaannnnnssss wwhhhhoooo ffffooocccuuuuuusss oon ssssshhhhhooorrttt--ttteeerrrmmm fifififi nnnaaannncccialll iinnntttteeerrreeestttsss,, rraatthhheerr ttthhhaaannn lllooonnnnggggg-tteeeerrrmmm cccoommmmmmmmuuunnniittyyy wweellllll---bbbbeeiinnnnnggggg.  

RRRRRRRReeeessssiiiiidddddddeeeeennnnntttttsssss ccccaaaaaannnnnn hheelllpppp bbbyyyy ssssuuuupppppppppppoooooorrrrtttttiiiiinnnnngggggg cccccoooooommmmmmppprrrrrreeeehhhhheeeeeeennnnnsssiiiiiiivvvvvvveee,,, ssssuuuuusssssttttaaaiiiinnnnnnaaaaabbblllleee rrrreeeeddddddeeeeevvvveeeelllllooooopppppmmmmmmeeeennnntt pppppllllllaaannnnsss aaaaannnnnndddd cccchhhhaaaalllllllllleeennnnnnnggggeee tttthhhhhhheeeee sssshhooodddddddyyy,, mmmmiiiissslllleeeeeaaaaaaddddiiiiinnnnngggg oooooonnnneeeessss...  CCCCCCCoooooommmmmmmmmmuuuunnnnniiiittttyyyyyyy 
mmmeeemmbbbeeerrrrssss caannn aaallllsssooo mmmmmaakkkeeee aaa dddiifffffffffeeerrreennnnnccccceeeee bbbbyyyyy ssuuuuupppppppppppoooooorrrrttttiiiiiinnnnnggggggg ooooouuuurrr ccccccaaallllll ffffoooorrrr aaaa gggggrrreeeeaaaatttteeeerrr lllleeeevvveeeeeelll oooofffff cccooommmmmmmiittmmeeeennnttt bbbbyyyyyyyy tttthhheeeeeee UUUUU.SSS. EEEEnvvvviiiirrrrrooooooonnnnmmmeeeennnnnttttaaaallll PPPPPrrroooottteeeecccttttttiiiiioooonnnn AAAAAggggeeeeennnnnnccyyyy 
aaaannnnnndddd NNNNNNJJJJDDDDDDEEEEEPPPPP ttttooo eeennnssuuuurrrreeee cccclleaannnnnnuupppsss aaare uunndddddddeeeeeerrrrrrrrtttttaaaaaakkkkkkkkeeeennnnn aaaaannnndddd pppaaiiiiiddddd ffffffoooooorrrr bbbbbyy ccooorrrpppooorrraaaaattttteee pppooollllllllllluuuuuttteeeeeerrrsssss wwwwwhhhhhhooooo aaaarrreeee lllleeeeeeggggaaallllllyyy rrrreeeeessssspppooonnnnsssssssiiiiiibbbbbblllllleeeee ffffooorrrrrr mmmmmmmuuuuccccchhhhhhhhh oooooofffffffff tttttthhhhhhhee ccooooonnntttttaaaammmmmmiiinnnnaaaaaattttiiiioooonnnn....  ppp pp yy ppp pppp ggg yyy pp

IIIIIInnnnn ttthhhhheeee LLLLLLLooowwwweeeerrr RRRRRRRaaaarrriiiiiiitttttttaaannnnnn RRRRRRRRiiiiivvvveeeeerrrrr,,,, ttttthhhhhheerrreeeee aaaarrreeee mmmmaannnyyyyyy oooopppppppppppoorrttuunnnniiiittiiieeeeeeessssss fffffoooooorrrrr bbbbbbbaaaallllllaaaaannnnccceedddd rrreeeeeedddddeeeeeevvveeeeeelllllllooooooppppmmmmmmeeeennnntttt oooonnnnn fffoorrmmmmmmmmmeeerr iiiiinnnnnndddddddddduuuuuusssssttttrrriiiaaaaaallllll sssiiiitttteeeesssss ssssssuuuuucccchhhh aassss RRRRRRaaaaaarrrrriiiiitttttttaaaaannnnn CCCCCCeeeeennnnnntttteeeerrr aaaaannnnnndddddddd 
KKennntttttt’’’’ssssss NNNNNNNNNNNNeeeeccckkkkk RRRRReeeeeeggggggiiiioooooooonnnnnn...  WWWWWWWhhhhhheeeeeennnnnnn ttthhhoooouuggghhhhhhhtttttttt  aaaaaaabbbbbbbboooouuuuuutttttt hhhhhhooooooooollllliiiisssssttttiiiiccccccaaaaallllllllllyyyyyyyyyy  ––– aaaaaaaasssssss iiiiissssss hhhhhhhaaaaaapppppppppppppppeeeeeennnnnnniiiinnnngggg iinnnnnnnnn ppllllaaacceeessss llliiikkkeeee tthhhheeee KKKKKeeeeeeeaaaaaaassssssbbbbbbbeeeeeyyyyyyyy (((((WWWWWWWooooooooooodddddbbbbbbbbrrrrrriiiiiddddddddgggggggeeeee))))))) RRRRRRRReeeeeeeedddddddddeeeeevvvvvveeeeeelllloooooppppppppmmmmeeeeennnntttt AAAAAreeeaaaaa ––– 
lllleeegggaaaccccccyyyyyy pppppooooooollllllluuuuuuttttiiiooooonnnnn ooooonnnn ttthhhhhheeeeeee llllaaaaaaannnnnddddddd  aaaaannnnnddddd iiinnnnnn tttttthhhhhhhhheeeeee rrrrrriiiiiiivveer cccccccaaaaaaannnnnn bbbbbbbeeeee pppppppprrooooopppppppppeeerrlllyyyyyyyy cccclllllleeeeeaaannnneeeedd aaaaannnnnnnddddddddd rrrrreeeeeeeesssssstttttttoooooorrreeeedddddd,,, nnnnnnnaaaaaaattttuuuuuuurrrrraaaaallllll lllllllaaaannnnnnnnndddddddddd aaaaannnnnndddddd oooooppppppeeeeennnnn ssssspppppaaaacccceee ccccccaaaaaannnnnn bbbbbeee aabbbbbbbuuuuuunnnnddddddddaaaaaaannnnnnnnttttttllllllllyyyyyy pppppprrrrrreeeesssseeeeeerrrrrrrrrvvvveeeeeeddddddddd,,,,,, 
aaaaannnnndddddddddddd ttttthhheeeeee rrrrrrreeeeeeeeggggggggiiiiiioooooonnnnnnaaallll eeeecccccccooooooonnnnnnnnnoooooooommmmmmmmyyyyyy cccccaaannn bbbbbeeeee ssssssssssiiiiiigggggggnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiifififififififififi cccaaaaaaannnnnnnntttlllllyyyyyyyyy llllliiiifffffttttteeeeeeedddddd...   

MIDDLESEX COUNTY • NEW JERSEY
THE LOWER RARITAN RIVER 

A River at the Crossroads: Envisioning a Revitalized Raritan River
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Heller Industrial Park
Photo: LightHawk/NYNJ Baykeeper

Riverbank Along Edison Landfi ll
Photo: Edison Wetlands

Wetlands at Raritan Center
Photo: Edison Wetlands

Hess Oil Tank Farm
Photo: RCE Water Resources Program

Raritan Yacht Club
Photo: LightHawk/NYNJ Baykeeper

Bayshore Recycling Corporation
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Garden State Parkway/Driscoll Bridge
Photo: LightHawk/NYNJ Baykeeper

Edison Boat Ramp
Photo: RCE Water Resources Program

Raritan River Walkway Project
Photo: RCE Water Resources Program
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Conversely, the Sayreville Seaport Associates project on the 400-acre former National Lead toxic site is a poorly planned project 
where thousands of units of housing will be densely packed around a giant mall and retail shop, wasting millions of taxpayer dollars. 
This recipe is similar to that of the failed Xanadu Mall in the Meadowlands that has also been costing taxpayers millions of dollars. 
Additionally, the biased redevelopment planning process included only one stakeholder, Sayreville Economic Redevelopment Agency. 

Despite containing hundreds of acres of habitat at the mouth of the Raritan River, the Sayreville plan lacks the 
preservation of a signifi cant portion of natural habitat and open space.  Worse, the limited amount of open space 
obligated to be preserved within this private redevelopment was acquired using State and County tax dollars.

This redevelopment provided the loophole for National Lead, the party legally responsible for polluting 
the River in front of the site, to shift the cleanup burden onto the taxpayer if it is ever to occur.

Two recently approved redevelopment areas provide sharply contrasting visions for the fate of the Lower Raritan River.  One 
provides a balanced path to a thriving estuary and vibrant regional economy, the other for a minimal toxic cleanup and sprawling 
overdevelopment.

Progressive Redevelopment: Keasbey Brownfi elds Development Area (Woodbridge)

The 665-acre balanced redevelopment in Woodbridge Township removes contamination, constructs economically sustainable 
waterfront development, and incorporates the preservation of a signifi cant amount of natural habitat, including a 100-acre 
waterfront park with freshwater wetland creation, tidal wetland enhancement, two miles of hiking trails, and public access to the 
Raritan River for the fi rst time in 100 years.  

This successful redevelopment plan was guided by a diverse stakeholder group including Woodbridge Township, Edison Wetlands 
Association, local businesses, and property owners. The total Brownfi elds Area encompasses multiple site cleanups including the 
EPEC site, Viridian site, Morris Properties, and Gentempo Landfi ll. Moreover, the industry and construction are based on meeting 
regional needs for cost effective manufacturing and environmental sustainability through the effi cient reuse of resources and waste 
minimization.

The Keasbey Brownfi elds Development Area applies the Eco-Industrial Park approach that is designed to bring together groups 
of businesses that share resources including materials, water, energy infrastructure, natural habitat and information.  Wastes from 
one industry will be used as byproducts for others.  It also incorporates an integrated resource recovery facility for reuse, recycling, 
compost, processing, manufacturing and retail in a central facility that is also available to the public.

PROGRESSIVE REDEVELOPMENT ECOLOGICALLY DESTRUCTIVE REDEVELOPMENT BALANCED APPROACH

KEASBEY REDEVELOPMENT (WOODBRIDGE) SAYREVILLE SEAPORT ASSOCIATES (SAYREVILLE) PRINCIPLES OF THE FUTURE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
To get involved or download a copy of the map, please visit:

www.BlueRaritan.org

For more information about the Lower Raritan River and entities that protect it please visit: 
NY/NJ Baykeeper

www.nynjbaykeeper.org

Technical Assistance & Funding Provided By:
Edison Wetlands Association
www.edisonwetlands.org

Graphic Layout Assistance Provided By: 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water Resources Program

www.water.rutgers.edu

Typical development along the Lower Raritan River and elsewhere is ugly and frustrating.  Too common is the New Jersey 
development scenario where large litigious corporate polluters, well paid lobbyists, parochial and self-serving politicians, and 
bureaucratic agencies overdevelop one of New Jersey’s great natural treasures while dropping the tab on the taxpayer.

Despite signifi cant challenges, there is reason for optimism about the revitalization of the remaining redevelopment sites along 
the Lower Raritan River.  Developers, government entities, municipal and regional planners, and conservationists can and will 
work together using local public input to bring about positive ecological and economic restoration.  The balanced sustainable 
approach to redevelopment should be fostered and supported.  It should be the approach used to improve the 3,200 acre 
former Raritan Arsenal, the huge swath of land surrounding the Kin Buc Landfi ll and other landfi lls, and the numerous smaller 
redevelopment sites along the river that have yet to be planned and approved.

Good examples of the past, which the future can be modelled from...

Edgeboro Landfill, 
East Brunswick: 
A mile-long bank 
stabilization and 
restoration along 
the Raritan River 
that transformed 
garbage to gardens.

Green Rabbit Park 
(formerly the Chemical 
Insecticide Corp.): First 
Superfund site to be 
fully remediated and 
bought as a park with 
Green Acres funding.

Edison Raritan River Walkway: 
Formally Mound B of the Kin 
Buc Landfill Superfund Site, 
this area was remediated and 
restored with a public walkway 
trail, butterfly garden, gazebo 
and benches along the Raritan 
River.  This is the only public 
access to the Raritan for 7 miles.

Horseshoe Road Superfund 
Site, Sayreville: After digging 
up truckloads of chemicals 
from the toxic waste dump, 
this area was restored with 
flourishing wetlands and 
native plant species. 
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